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Dear Parents and Carers,
Consultation on our new Uniform Policy

We are writing to let you know that we are consulting with parents and carers on our new
Uniform Policy, which is due to come into effect from September 2026.

At Oakway Academy, we believe that school uniform plays an important role in supporting
positive behaviour, promoting pride in our school, developing a sense of belonging, and
helping to create a calm and purposeful environment for learning. We also recognise that
uniform must be practical, affordable and accessible for all families.

The draft policy has been developed in light of current guidance around the cost of school
uniform. A key part of this is ensuring that branded items are kept to a minimum. Under the
proposed policy, the only compulsory branded everyday item will be an Oakway Academy
sweatshirt or cardigan. Other items, such as polo shirts, trousers, skirts, pinafores, socks,
tights and PE items, can be plain, non-branded alternatives, provided they meet the
expectations set out in the policy.

The policy also explains our expectations around PE kit, footwear, jewellery and general
appearance. It includes information about how Oakway logo items can be ordered through
ParentMail, as well as the support available to families through pre-loved uniform, regular
uniform sales, and additional support for families where there is a financial need. For
children joining Oakway in EYFS, the policy also sets out the compulsory uniform items that
will be provided free of charge when they start.

We have also ensured that the policy reflects our commitment to equality and inclusion. The
proposed uniform is gender neutral, and the policy explains that requests linked to religious,
cultural or social grounds will be considered carefully.

You can read the draft policy on our website. We would be grateful if parents and carers
could take a few minutes to share their views using the form that is also available on our
website.
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The consultation will remain open until Friday 17" July. Once the consultation has closed,
we will review the feedback received before finalising the policy. Feedback will be
considered carefully before the final version is approved and shared with families.

Please be assured that the purpose of this consultation is to listen to families and ensure
that the final policy is clear, fair, affordable and workable. Where any changes are
introduced, we will communicate these clearly and make sure families have appropriate
time to prepare before the policy comes into effect.

Thank you for taking the time to read the draft policy and share your feedback. Your views
are important in helping us make sure our approach to uniform reflects the needs of our
school community.

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs A Aitken & Mr J Hollingsworth
Acting Co-Principals
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